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Diversity of Life Handbook: Invertebrates

Name of Taxon: Cnideria 

Type of Symmetry: Radial Symmetry 

Body Cavity: No body cavity 

Tissue Layer: Diplobastic (Endoderm – Ectoderm) 

Cephalization: No Cephalization 

Embroyonic Development: Neither protostome or deuterostomes 

Digestive System: Yes but very basic. They have a gastrovascular cavity, which has a one opening that serves as the mouth and the anus. The gastrovascular cavity is also surrounded by the tentacles. 

Nerve System: Yes but basic. They do not have brains or central nervous system; instead they have nerve nets that consist of sensory neurons. The sensory neuron gives the signals to response to smells. Motor neurons tell the muscles to contract. Cobwebs of intermediate neurons connect the sensory neurons and motor neurons.

Excretory System: None

Circulatory System: None

Some Major Events: Developed planktonic planulalarvae 

Examples of the taxon: Jelly fish, sea anemone, and coral
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Jelly Fish 


http://lesleehorner.wordpress.com/2009/12/
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Sea Anemone

http://library.thinkquest.org/05aug/01819/Images/Sea%20Anemone.jpg
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http://www.photovault.com/Link/Animals/Aquatic/kCoral//AAKVolume01/AAKV01P06_01.4095.jpg
Resource list of websites

http://www.svusd.k12.ca.us/schools/rsm/teachers/bedelld/invertebratephyla/cnidarians.html
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/7833621
http://comenius.susqu.edu/bi/202/Animals/RADIATA/cnidaria/CNIDARIA.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cnidaria
