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Birds
· Birds are animals that are covered with feathers. They have two wings, two legs and a tail. The wings are made in such a way that they can be folded up easily in the shape of a "Z", retaining freedom of movement at the shoulder. Birds have a compact body shape in order to facilitate flying.

· Birds accomplish gas exchange through their lungs. They have a number of large extensions called air sacs and hollow bones all interconnected to their lungs. These allow the air to flow around in a grand circle.

· Birds have a heart with four chambers. Two of these chambers are basically receiving vessels called atria, and the other two chambers, called ventricles, are the pumping power houses. The blood travels in a figure 8 as in mammals.

· Birds are endotherms, or “warm  blooded” with a normal body temperature of around 400C.

· Birds have internal fertilization.

· Birds develop externally. The egg is covered by a protective shell that is resistant to water loss and damage.

· Birds are not divided into clear subgroups, however one example of a bird subgroup is raptors, or birds of prey.

· Birds generally follow a life cycle as follows: breeding migration, territory formation, courtship, nest building, mating, incubation, nestlings, fledglings, migration, winter.

· Some examples of birds include the eagle, robin, and ostrich.

· Resources:

http://www.earthlife.net/birds/anatomy.html
http://www.bird-friends.com/Life.html
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