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School Without Walls’

Senior Project

Mentor Information Packet
2008-2009
Dear Sir or Madam:

You have been chosen by _______________________________________, a student at the School Without Walls, to serve in the capacity of a mentor for his/ her Senior Project.  This four- part, year- long, student-driven task consists of a research paper, project, portfolio, and presentation.  As the culminating assignment of the student’s senior year, it is important that the project serve as a learning stretch for the student.  Therefore, your guidance during the next seven months is invaluable to his/her success.  Throughout this process, the student’s progress on the assignments listed above will be documented in an online management tool called “Tracker”.  As a mentor, you will have access to this student’s work and progress through the website.  

By agreeing to mentor this student, you are committing to:

· Guide and encourage your mentee throughout the process;

· Meet with your mentee for a minimum of 30 hours between now and April 2009;

· Serve as a resource in the student’s field of interest; 

· Monitor your mentee’s progress and provide the student with feedback through both “Tracker” and face to face meetings; 

· If your schedule allows, attend the student’s final presentation on April 29th ;  

· Notify the Senior Project Coordinator, Jenine Pokorak, of any concerns with your mentee or the process; 

· Complete the attached mentor information form;

· Complete a mentor evaluation form at the end of the process.

Your mentee agrees to:

· Provide you with an initial letter outlining his/ her project and the Senior Project;

· Communicate with you in a timely fashion and on a regular basis to be determined by your mutual schedules; 

· Be punctual and prepared for all appointments;

· Inform you of all important deadlines for forms and documentation throughout the process;

· Complete all mentor logs for your confirmation and signature;

· Provide you with additional information should any changes to the Senior Project process or his/ her project become necessary.
· Train you on the use of “Tracker”
Thank you for your commitment to this process and I look forward to working with you.

Sincerely,

Jenine Pokorak

E-mail:  SWWPokorak@aol.com
Phone:  202-648-3793

School Without Walls Profile

Purpose:

To cultivate a community of learners where adolescents seek to know who they are intellectually.

School Without Walls is a community of self-directed learners that engages District of Columbia adolescents in a rigorous high school program woven with substantive experiences based on the philosophy that life-long learning occurs both inside and outside the classroom. School Without Walls offers students intellectual and personal challenges leading to independent, intellectual inquiry combining academic excellence and responsible citizenship. 
School Without Walls is a small District of Columbia public high school for grades 9-12. Besides ‘without walls’, this DC high school is also without boundaries, serving any DC teen. A truly urban setting, the student body represents every quadrant of DC. School Without Walls’ collegiate environment is a result of the long-term partnership with the university that has yielded many benefits for both communities. 
Known to all as Walls, this community of motivated learners fosters formal and informal relationships among students, faculty, administration, families, George Washington University, and partners. 

Wall’s mission is built upon values. From admissions and alumni outreach, to public service and international exchange, to performance on page, stage, and field, all activities are structured to foster creativity, curiosity, open-mindedness, love of learning, persistence, responsible global citizenship, and appreciation of excellence. 

Typical Walls students go beyond what is expected. They demand more than pat answers to their questions. Walls’ students care about others and about their school. They value their independence and recognize the responsibilities associated with thinking and acting independently.

Above information taken directly from the School Without Walls website:

www.swwhs.org
Principal:  Richard Trogisch

Assistant Principals:  Sylvia Isaac and Roth Nordin

Location:  215 G. Street, NE

Washington, DC 20002
Phone:  202-698-3793

For more information, please visit our website.

Deadline Calendar: Requirements for Completion of Senior Project

	Requirements
	due date
	completed

	Letter of Intent/ Sign of Commitment /Parent-Guardian Informed Consent
	October 10, 2008
	

	Mentor Agreement Form 
	October 17, 2008
	

	Working Bibliography/Working Thesis
	October 24, 2008
	

	Annotated Bibliography
	November 7, 2008
	

	Source Outline
	November 14, 2008
	

	Draft 1  (First 6 pages)
	November 25, 2008
	

	Draft 2  (Last 9 pages)
	December 5, 2008
	

	Final Paper
	December 19, 2008
	

	Product Planning with Mentor
	Jan/Feb 2008
	

	Product Change Form
	February 20, 2008 
	

	Mentor Evaluation
	April 3, 2008
	

	Portfolio
	April 3, 2008
	

	 Senior Board Presentations
	April 29, 2008
	


SWW Mentor, Student, Parent Information Sheet

Student Name_________________________________  Date_____________

Address______________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Home phone ___________________  Cell phone _______________________

E-mail address _________________________________________________

Senior Project Teacher____________________________________________

I have reviewed the information in this packet with my mentor and am aware of my responsibilities as a mentee.

___________________________________

__________________

Student Signature






Date

____________________________________________________________

Mentor Name_________________________________  Date _____________

Occupation ____________________________________________________

Place of business ________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Business phone ___________________  Cell phone ______________________

E-mail address _________________________________________________

Brief statement on how your area of expertise relates to the proposed Senior Project and how you foresee being able to assist this student of the completion of the project.

I have reviewed the information in this packet with my mentee and am aware of my responsibilities as a mentor.

___________________________________

__________________

Mentor Signature






Date

Parent Name_________________________________  Date_____________

Address______________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Home phone ___________________  Cell phone _______________________

E-mail address _________________________________________________

I am aware that my son/daughter is responsible for finding a mentor for the Senior Project and that he/she will be working with this adult throughout the 2008-2009 school year.  I understand the roles of mentee and mentor as outlined in the Mentor Information Packet.  I further understand that my son/daughter will be meeting with his/her mentor outside of school hours, supervision and responsibility.

___________________________________

__________________

Parental Signature






Date

Senior:

A copy of this document should be made for your mentor, parent, and yourself prior to submitting two copies to your Senior Project teacher.
